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SUBJECT: EPMG STATEMENT ON KAGNEW TENURE 

1. PMAC CHAIRMAN TEPERI BANTE GAVE PRESS CONPERENCE TODAY (SEPT 14) 

AND WAS ASKED ABOUT U.S. AND ETHIOPIAN PLANS FOR KAGNEW, IN LIGHT OP 
LATEST KIDNAPPINGS. PONMIN KIPLE, INTERPRETING POR TEPERI, SAID IN 
ENGLISH THAT KAGNEW IS IN PINAL STATE OF CLOSE-DOWN TO BE COMPLETED 
THIS YEAR. AMHARIC-SPEAKING REPORTERS AT CONPERENCE HAD TOLD U.S. 
NEWSMEN THAT TEPERI'S AMHARIC STATEMENT COULD BE INTERPRETED AS 
PHASE-DOWN INSTEAD OF CLOSE-DOWN. 

2. DEPT WILL KNOW THAT AMB HAS TOLD FONMIN AND DEFMIN THAT U.S. 
INTENTION IS TO KEEP KAGNEW NAVCOMMUNIT OPEN, AND THAT PUBLIC 
STATEMENT TO UN TWO YEARS AGO BY ETHIOPIAN GOVT TO EPPECT THAT KAGNEW 
WILL FINALLY CLOSE DOWN IN 1975 IS NOT ACCURATE, AND WAS UNILATERAL 
TEXT NOT CONCURRED IN BY USG. EMBASSY HAS ALSO PROTESTED LANGUAGE 

IN JULY 18 EPMG STATEMENT ABOUT KIDNAPPING OF "CISCO TWO" WHICH 
CONTAINED SIMILAR WORDING. 

3. DESPITE THESE REPRESENTATIONS BY EMBASSY, TEPERI HAS LEFT 
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IMMINENT PHASE-DOWN OR CLOSE-DOWN. WE WILL TRY TO PIN DOWN EXACT 
WORDING HERE (COMPLETION OF "PHASE-DOWN ", NOT CLOSE-DOWN. THIS 

CAN BE INTERPRETED AS CONSISTANT WITH PRESENT US PLAN FOR 
CONTINUING CURRENT REDUCTED STRENGTH). FOREIGN REPORTERS ARE 
APPARENTLY FILING DIFFERENT WORDINGS AND INTERPRETATIONS. IN 
RESPONSE TO QUERIES EMBASSY IS DECLINING COMMENT. 

4. PRECISE WORDING IS OF COURSE IMPORTANT, BUT EVEN MORE IMPORTANT 
TO USG DESIRES. EMBASSY NEEDS URGENT INSTRUCTIONS ON WHICH TO 
APPROACH FONMIN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, TO ASK CLARIFICATION. OBVIOUSLY 
IT WILL BE DIEFICULT TO ASK FOR CLARIFICATION FROM EPMG WITHOUT RE- 
STATING US INTENTIONS. REALIZE IT MAY BE DIFFICULT TO FORMULATE 
STATEMENT AT TIME WHEN ESSENTIAL TRANSMITTER SITE HAS BECOME EXTREMELY 

INSECURE, AND VIABILITY OF KAGNEW 

IS IN DOUBT, BUT EMBASSY HOPES INSTRUCTIONS WILL DEAL WITH THIS POINT. 
HUMMEL 
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